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Mozambique, El Salvador and Haiti have
joined the great worldwide movement to de-
mocracy.

It matters that the economic pressure of
sanctions has improved the climate for peace
in the Balkans; penalized Libya for the ter-
ror of Pan Am 103; helped to consign apart-
heid to the dustbin of history; and forced
Iraq to confess its program of deadly biologi-
cal weapons.

It matters that millions of children each
year live instead of die because they are im-
munized against childhood disease.

It matters that smallpox has been eradi-
cated, that polio is on the way out, and that
a global campaign to increase awareness
about AIDS has been launched.

It matters that so many families in Soma-
lia, Bosnia, Liberia, Sudan, the Caucasus, Af-
ghanistan, Central America and Southeast
Asia owe their survival to the World Food
Program and the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees.

It matters that the IAEA is working to
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons across
the face of the earth.

And it matters that the Wars Crimes Tri-
bunals for Rwanda and former Yugoslavia
will strive to hold the perpetrators of ethnic
cleansing and mass rape accountable for
their crimes.

Let us never forget that the United Na-
tions emerged not from a dream, but a night-
mare. In the 1920’s and 30’s, the world squan-
dered an opportunity to organize the peace.
The result was the invasion of Manchuria,
the conquest of Ethiopia, the betrayal of Mu-
nich, the depravity of the Holocaust and the
devastation of world war.

This month, we observe the 50th anniver-
sary of the start of the Nuremburg trials.
This same month, we observe the start of the
first trial of the War Crimes Tribunal for
former Yugoslavia. A cynic might say that
we have learned nothing; changed nothing;
and forgotten the meaning of ‘‘never
again’’—again. We cannot exclude the possi-
bility that the cynic is right. We cannot
deny the damnable duality of human nature.

But we can choose not to desert the strug-
gle; to see our reflection not in Goebbels and
Mladic, but in Anne Frank, Nelson Mandela,
Vaclav Havel, Aung San Suu Kyi and the
people who founded and built the United Na-
tions.

We can understand there will be limits on
what we accomplish; without placing unnec-
essary limits on what we attempt.

We can believe that humans do have the
ability to rise above the hatreds of the past
and to live together in mutual respect and
peace.

We can believe that justice matters, that
compassion is good, that freedom is never
safe and that the capacity to work effec-
tively with others is a sign not of weakness,
but of wisdom and strength.

And we can recognize that the principles
embodied in the UN Charter matter not be-
cause they are so easy to obtain, but because
they are so terribly hard.

When Republican Senator Arthur Vanden-
berg returned to Washington from the Con-
vention in San Francisco where the UN
Charter was drafted, he was challenged by
those who thought it too idealistic, even uto-
pian. He replied that:

‘‘You may tell me that I have but to scan
the present world with realistic eyes in order
to see the fine phrases (of the Charter) . . .
reduced to a shambles . . . I reply that the
nearer right you may be . . . the greater is
the need for the new pattern which promises
. . . to stem these evil tides.’’

The Truman-Vandenberg generation under-
stood that although the noble aspects of
human nature had made the UN possible, it
was the ignoble aspects that had made it
necessary.

It is up to us in our time to do what they
did in their time. To accept the responsibil-
ities of leadership. To defend freedom. And
to explode outwards the potential of institu-
tions like the UN to keep peace, extend law,
promote progress and amplify respect for the
dignity and value of every human being.

In that effort, I ask your help.
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Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the recipient
of the Campeon Award at the National His-
panic Corporate Council’s [NHCC] 10th anni-
versary dinner, Mr. Charles Shoumaker.

Mr. Shoumaker was one of the driving
forces in the formation of the NHCC. He was
invaluable in securing early funding and help-
ing to develop the concept behind the NHCC.
While working as the senior vice president for
human resources at the Circle K Corp., he
provided office space for the NHCC. Indeed,
without Mr. Shoumaker’s enthusiastic support
and initial funding assistance he provided, the
NHCC might not have become a reality.

Currently, Mr. Shoumaker is the president of
Star Human Resources Group, Inc., located in
Phoenix, AZ. His company focuses on the
needs and concerns of hourly, entry-level em-
ployees. Mr. Shoumaker has shown through-
out his professional career to be a caring and
dedicated individual, and I would ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the accom-
plishments of this remarkable man.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a gentleman who has given long
and faithful service to the trade union move-
ment in Toledo. Dean Chase recently retired
as president of the Toledo Area UAW–CAP
Council. Dean had served the CAP Council as
its president since 1981, and he has spent
most of his adult life dedicated to improving
the lives of working men and women. Dean
was also president of UAW Local 11 at the
City Auto Stamping Plant for 20 years.

Born in Toledo, Dean Chase, has lived in
our community all his life. He attended Cherry
School, Scott High School, and the University
of Toledo. Married to Betty Lamb in 1950,
Dean will have time to enjoy his two grand-
children and three great grandchildren in his
retirement. Dean’s outstanding leadership in
his union and his community have made To-
ledo a better place to live and work.

Let this special tribute express our sincerest
appreciation and best wishes to Dean Chase.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I would ask
all my colleagues to join in sponsoring legisla-
tion today which would equate the criminal
penalties for offenses involving crack and
powder cocaine.

Last week President Clinton finally did
something right in signing into law a bill deny-
ing the Sentencing Commission’s rec-
ommendation on crack cocaine. He reaffirmed
that offenses involving crack cocaine deserve
severe punishment because of the damage
they do to our society.

Look at the facts: According to the Partner-
ship for a Drug Free America, 1 out of every
10 babies born in the United States is born
addicted to drugs, and most are addicted to
crack cocaine. Crime skyrocketed between
1985 and 1990, the years crack was intro-
duced. In fact, violent crime went up 37 per-
cent in 1990 and aggravated assaults in-
creased 43 percent. Because of crack co-
caine, more teens in this country now die of
gunshot wounds than all natural causes com-
bined.

The Congress, in the 1980’s, reacted prop-
erly to the crack epidemic gripping vulnerable
inner-city communities. We saw the destruc-
tion wrought on entire communities by this
cheap and highly addictive form of cocaine.
The Congress and the President are not going
to reduce the criminal penalties involving crack
cocaine.

However, I recognize the disparities that
exist as a result of the inequitable treatment of
crack and powder cocaine. However, instead
of lowering the penalties for crack offenses, as
the Sentencing Commission mistakenly pro-
posed, we should increase the punishment for
powder offenses to the same level as crack
cocaine. Cosponsoring this legislation is an
opportunity to rectify the racial discrepancies
which exist under current law.

Mr. Speaker, the time has also come to re-
consider the authority Congress has turned
over to the Sentencing Commission regarding
drug crimes. Within the next few days I will be
introducing legislation to relinquish their au-
thority. The Sentencing Commission should be
reestablished as an advisory organization to
provide guidance to the Congress. Clearly, re-
cent decisions made by the Commission re-
garding crack cocaine and marijuana are con-
vincing arguments for this correction.
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to take
this opportunity to express publicly my respect
for Robert Erickson, who is retiring from the
Kaiser Permanente Medical Care Program this
December after almost 37 years of service.
Bob has been a leader in the establishment of
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prepaid group practice in the United States.
His important personal contributions to the en-
actment of sound health care policy have
been invaluable and have improved the Na-
tion’s health care delivery system.

During the 25 years that I have known Bob,
he has strongly supported health legislation
that would extend coverage to all Americans
and that would otherwise benefit the country
as a whole, not merely an interested segment
of the health care industry. The first question
he would ask about legislation was whether it
was good public policy; only then would he
consider its impact on Kaiser Permanente.
Bob’s thoughtful advocacy on behalf of pre-
paid group practice has been partially driven
by his belief that it is the most effective way
of assuring that quality health care will be
available to a broad spectrum of the commu-
nity, including low-income individuals. I have
appreciated his informed, ethical, and intel-
ligent approach to government relations during
my time in the California Assembly and in
Congress.

I have also appreciated Bob’s efforts on be-
half of the environment. As an outdoorsman,
Bob recognizes the value of preserving this
Nation’s open spaces and biological diversity.
He has been an active crusader for protection
of the land, animals, and plant life for existing
and future generations.

I hope that Bob’s retirement from Kaiser
Permanente will not deprive Congress of his
good counsel on future issues.
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Mr. FOGLIETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to salute Frederick C. Branch on the occasion
of the 50th anniversary of his commission as
the first African-American officer in the U.S.
Marine Corps.

Fifty years ago, Frederick C. Branch was
appointed second lieutenant in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. On November 17, 1995 the Phila-
delphia Chapter of the Montfort Point Marine
Association will present a Marine Corps Birth-
day Ball and Ceremonial Dinner honoring
Frederick C. Branch for his many historic ac-
complishments.

Educated at Purdue University and Temple
University where he received a B.A. degree in
physics, Mr. Branch is currently the head of
the science department at Murrell Dobbins
Area Vocational School in north Philadelphia
and has been for the past 15 years.

Mr. Branch is not only a distinguished mili-
tary officer, but he has also been involved in
many community activities. Branch was a past
president of Tioga Methodist Men of Tioga
United Methodist Church; a charter member
and organizer of Penndelphia Detachment,
Marine Corps League. In addition, he helped
organize a national association of the first Afri-
can-American men accepted in the Marine
Corps which later was officially named the
Montford Point Marine Association, Inc.

I wish my colleagues will join me today in
congratulating Frederick C. Branch for so dis-
tinguished a career. I wish Frederick Branch
the very best as he continues his service to
the north Philadelphia community.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to two outstanding resident in my
district—Mr. John Kravcik and Ms. Joyce Per-
son—the Western Springs Man and Woman of
the Year. These two people represent the vol-
unteer spirit that has not only helped make
their community great, but out entire nation as
well. They will be honored for their efforts to
better their village on Saturday, November 4
at the Western Springs Grand Ball.

Ms. Person, a 27-year resident of Western
Springs, has combined her love of natural
beauty with her love of her community. In ad-
dition to her long service to the village’s Gar-
den Club as president, she was also the sec-
retary of the Village Party Caucus for 10
years, a volunteer organization that helps se-
lect qualified candidates for village offices.
She is also a dedicated volunteer at La
Grange Memorial Hospital. Yet, Ms. Person
understands that true community service ex-
tends far beyond the bounds of one’s village.
In that regard, she organized the Hostage Re-
membrance Day to honor the Americans held
in Iran in 1979 and 1980.

Mr. Kravcik, a resident for 33 years, has
been active in government, professional, and
religious organizations. He served on the
Western Springs Planning and Zoning Com-
mission from 1983 to 1991, when he was
elected to a 4-year term to the Board of Trust-
ees. He has been involved in leadership roles
at his church, St. John of the Cross, and
Nazareth Academy, a local high school. Mr.
Kravcik and his wife, Joan, were co-chairmen
of a Vietnamese refugee settlement commit-
tee, helping to find housing, employment, and
other necessities for eight families who came
to Western Springs.

Mr. Speaker, I salute these two outstanding
Americans for their tireless efforts for Western
Springs, and I hope they are able to enjoy
many more years of service to their commu-
nity.
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend to our Nation’s attention
and to my congressional colleagues, the life of
Sister Mary Urban Harrer.

For more than a quarter of a century, she
has been so closely connected with the St.
Clares Riverside Medical Center that her
name is synonymous with its special mission
and reputation.

Sister Mary Urban fills many roles at the
hospital. She is chairman of the board of the
medical center, a founder and mover of the
annual Harvest Festival, a relentless fund-
raiser and organizer, an astute business-
woman, and a health care professional with
years of hands-on experience in nursing and

hospital administration. Her love of God and
her service to mankind knows few equals.

But there is a role that transcends even
these. First and foremost, she is a religious
member of the Sisters of the Sorrowful Moth-
er.

This month that role is highlighted as she
celebrates her 60 years in the convent.

Her long road began in Bavaria where she
was born, one of 12 children of Louis and
Wally Harrer. Sister Mary Urban entered the
convent at Abenburg. But within a short time
she was transferred to Rome and the con-
gregation’s motherhouse. In 1935, she came
to the United States—a journey she had long
wished for and a dream come true.

In America, she entered the novitiate in Mil-
waukee, WI, and completed her formation for
the religious life, taking her first vows in 1936
and her final vows in 1941.

Transferred to St. Francis Regional Medical
Center in 1939, she entered the 3-year di-
ploma nursing program and graduated as a
registered nurse in 1942. Ten years later, she
earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing edu-
cation from Marquette University.

For 28 years, she served at St. Francis as
staff nurse, head nurse, nursing supervisor,
and administrator.

She was known not only as a dedicated
nurse but one who fought valiantly for her pa-
tients. The story is told of the time in Wichita,
KS, when she was assisting in a Caesarean
delivery. An infant was declared dead by the
doctor, but she thought it was too soon to give
up. She worked until he was breathing on his
own. For the next 18 years, Sister Mary Urban
received a bouquet of roses on the baby’s
birthday.

In 1967, she was transferred to Denville,
leaving an 800-bed regional medical center for
St. Clare’s Hospital, then a 180-bed commu-
nity hospital.

As the hospital’s administrator, she soon be-
came known for her indomitable spirit, her
courage, her gift for fundraising, her deep
sense of caring, and her strong faith in God.

Daily, she made rounds of patients, moving
quietly from room to room to ask how they
were doing and promising to speak to the Lord
on their behalf.

She had so much energy that her feet
seemed hardly to hit the ground as she hur-
ried up and down stairs and hallways. To
some she was known as the ‘‘flying nun.’’

All of her work paid off. In the years of her
tenure, St. Clare’s grew in size and in the
scope of its services. In 1972, a building pro-
gram almost doubled the hospital’s size. In
1984, when a four-story tower was con-
structed, it was named appropriately, Urban
Tower.

It was not only the hospital which profited
from her presence. So did the larger commu-
nity. In 1983, the Denville Rotary Club was
setting up its first Citizen of the Year Award.
Members said they were looking for a person
whose actions had contributed most to the
residents of Denville area. The unanimous
vote was Sister Mary Urban.

Today, as Chairman of the Board, she con-
tinues to be involved in the day-to-day life of
the medical center where she brings deter-
mination to her work as she does for the Har-
vest Festival, the successful 1-day country fair
which she inspired.

She has the ability to inspire others to the
same kind of Herculean efforts. And they
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